
 
AP European History  
2017/2018 Course Syllabus  
 
Instructor: Dr. Laura Astorian, EdD  
Classroom: 2042  
Email: laura.astorian@cobbk12.org 
Website: astorianpsych.info  
Available for help: 3:30-4:00 pm  
 
Textbook:  
Kishlansky, Mark, Patrick Geary, and Patricia O'Brien. Civilization in the West. New York, NY: 
Pearson, 2008. 
 
Outside readings: 
Arnold, John H. History: A Very Short Introduction. 1 edition. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000. 
 
Strickland, Carol. The Annotated Mona Lisa: A Crash Course in Art History from Prehistoric to Post-
Modern. 2 edition. Kansas, Mo.: Andrews McMeel Publishing, 2007. 
 
 
Course Objective:  
AP European history is a college preparatory course that provides students with a detailed study of 
European history from the 15th century through modern day. Students taking this course will 
participate in an academic experience that is equivalent to a freshman/sophomore college history 
course. In addition to mastering college level content, this course is specifically designed to increase 
student writing skills and analytical reading skills.  
 
AP European History focuses on developing students’ abilities to think conceptually about 
European history from approximately 1450 to the present and apply historical thinking skills as 
they learn about the past. Five themes of equal importance — interaction of Europe and the world, 
poverty and prosperity, objective knowledge and subjective visions, states and other institutions of 
power, and individual and society — provide areas of historical inquiry for investigation 
throughout the course. These require students to reason historically about continuity and change 
over time and make comparisons among various historical developments in different times and 
places.  

Students that successfully command the course material may earn college credit by passing the 
annually administered AP European history exam. However, the individual college or university 
determines how many, or if, any credits will be granted for the AP exam score.  
 
 
 
Course Description:  
According to the College Board, “The study of European history since 1450 introduces students to 
cultural, economic, political, and social developments that played a fundamental role in shaping the 
world in which they live. Without this knowledge, we would lack the context for understanding the 
development of contemporary institutions, the role of continuity and change in present-day society 
and politics, and the evolution of current forms of artistic expression and intellectual discourse.”  
 



In addition to providing an overview of important events and movements, the goals of AP European 
History are to develop (a) an understanding of some of the principal themes of European history, 
(b) an ability to analyze historical evidence and historical interpretation, and (c) an ability to 
express historical understanding in writing.  
 
The AP curriculum challenges students to develop higher-order thinking skills within a rigorous 
academic context that will mirror those students will face at the college level. Therefore, students 
are frequently required to read, analyze, synthesize, and evaluate primary and secondary historical 
sources and interpret them correctly. Students must also be able to comprehend, memorize, and 
apply facts learned from reading when necessary.  
 
These skills will be assessed through a number of tests, quizzes and writing assignments. Tests will 
be composed of multiple choice questions and thematic essays. Tests will be designed to resemble 
the types of questions that will appear on the AP European history Exam. Students will very 
frequently be required to analyze a wide variety of historical documents and demonstrate their 
learning through various assessments. Students will also learn the Document Based Question (DBQ) 
writing process and will practice the DBQ numerous times throughout the course.  
 
***A full PDF version of the College Board's course description is available at:  
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/repository/ap-european-history-course-
description.pdf  
 
 
General Course Breakdown:  
Advanced Placement European History is a rigorous college-level course examining the history of 
Europe from 1450 to the present. The course includes an examination of the intellectual and 
cultural, political and diplomatic, and social and economic history of Europe.  The four units will be 
as follows: 
 

● 1450–1648  
● 1648–1815  
● 1815–1914  
● 1914–Present  

 
 
Primary content for this course is broken into four units. At the end of the units, tests consisting of 
multiple choice questions, document based questions, and free response questions will be given. 
Test dates are listed on the class calendar. Pending emergencies or other miscellaneous 
circumstances outside our control, these test dates are “set in stone”. Please note that frequent 
absences on test days will NOT be tolerated. Unexcused absences will result in a zero.  
 
 
 
 
 
AP European History explores five major themes: 
 

● Interaction of Europe and the World (INT) 
● Poverty and Prosperity (PP) 
● Objective Knowledge and Subjective Visions (OS) 

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/repository/ap-european-history-course-description.pdf
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/repository/ap-european-history-course-description.pdf


● States and Other Institutions of Power (SP) 
● Individual and Society (IS) 

 
AP European History develops nine key historical thinking skills (within four categories) in 
students: 
 
I. Chronological Reasoning 
◦ Historical Causation: Identifying the short term and long term causes and effects. 
◦ Patterns of Continuity and Change over Time: Recognizing how continuity and change may both 
be present in any era. 
◦ Periodization: Evaluating various models of periodization and recognizing relevant turning points. 
II. Comparison and Contextualization 
◦ Comparison: Understanding the similarities and differences between different accounts and 
periods. 
◦ Contextualization: Understanding the larger context of a document or individual’s actions. 
III. Crafting Historical Arguments from Historical Evidence 
◦ Historical Argumentation: Assembling various explanations of an event and constructing 
interpretations of the event (especially as it applies to conflicting historical evidence). 
◦ Appropriate Use of Historical Evidence: Extracting useful evidence from sources and evaluating 
the features of the evidence (including point of view, format, purpose, limitations, context). 
IV. Historical Interpretation and Synthesis 
◦ Interpretation: Analyzing diverse historical interpretations and understanding how historians’ 
interpretations change over time. 
◦ Synthesis: Creating an understanding of the past from a wide variety of evidence, while applying 
insights about the past to other contexts and circumstances. 



The culmination of the class will be the Advanced Placement examination, which is scheduled for 
Friday May 18, 2018, at 12 pm. Students that achieve a passing grade on this exam will receive 
college credit for this course.  
 
General AP European History Course Requirements  
Reading Assignments:  
Students taking AP European History should be prepared to complete assigned weekly and daily 
readings, terms for identification, and summary questions. Readings will come from a variety of 
materials, including textbooks, primary sources, the Internet, and other supplemental materials.  
 In order to keep up with the readings in this fast-paced course, students should make every 
conceivable effort to follow the course outline provided in their course-pacing guide. Falling 
behind in assigned readings will result in inadequate preparation for the course as well as the AP 
examination.  
 
Students should expect to have a minimum of one hour of reading a night. It is critical that the 
student make time for this reading to prevent falling behind.  
 
The vast majority of content will be absorbed at home on your own time. You will be expected to 
come to each class prepared, having completed any assigned readings for that date. As stated 
before, you will not have time in class to read assigned chapters or work on study guides.  
 
Chapter Reading Study Guides:  
Students are REQUIRED to complete chapter reading study guides in order to prepare them for 
their chapter tests as well as provide a cumulative study tool to prepare them for May 14’s exam. 
These study guides MUST BE HANDWRITTEN in the student’s own handwriting using blue or 
black ink ONLY on the worksheets provided. Due to cheating via the internet and copy 
machines, typing is NOT acceptable. Students may not copy one another’s reading guide 
answers. Reading guides for the unit  are DUE the day of each test for a grade.  
 
Objective Test Requirements:  
Multiple Choice tests will be used to measure student mastery of concepts and provide a simulation 
of what students will encounter when taking Advanced Placement European History Examination 
(See Below.) Multiple-choice tests will take place at the end of each chapter on a pre-assigned date. 
We will make every effort to stick to these pre-assigned dates, so students should plan on 
following this schedule as strictly as possible. DO NOT BE ABSENT ON THESE DAYS!!!  
 
DBQ/FRQ Requirements:  
Writing is an essential part of this course. DBQs (Document-Based Questions) are in the same 
format as the AP exam and will prepare you to do the work of a historian in brief. Looking for 
information, point of view, bias and analyzing graphs, figures, and drawings, you will construct an 
essay that will be graded on the AP nine-point rubric. There will be a minimum of ten DBQs 
scheduled throughout the year, but we shall strive to complete more. FRQs (Free-Response 
Questions) are in the same format as the AP exam and will test your detailed knowledge of modern 
European history and will be graded on the AP nine-point rubric. There will be a minimum of ten 
FRQs that will correspond with where we are in the course.  



Projects:  
Student centered projects will be assigned periodically. These may be group or individual projects. 
Projects may include, but will not be limited to, presentations, displays, role-playing, 
documentaries, or simulations. There will be a culminating project assigned after the completion 
the AP exam that will wrap up the last few weeks of the school year.  
 
Participation:  
Participation is a prerequisite for achieving success in this class. All students will be required to 
participate in class discussions, debates, and other activities, which are part of the course 
curriculum. Students will be required to share their work. All students are expected to begin class 
immediately at the bell & plan on working the entire class period every day.  
 
Make-up Work:  
 
Your regular attendance is required to successfully complete this course. Students that are 
frequently absent will not be successful in this course. Despite this fact, life happens and you 
may be absent for a variety of reasons. Make-up work is the sole responsibility of the student. If 
you are absent from class, you have only three days to make up a test or quiz and/or turn in any 
assignments that were given in your absence. Failure to turn your work in will result in a zero. 
Please keep in mind I will not ask you for make-up assignments, tests, etc. It is up to you to hand in 
assignments and schedule make-up tests. Tests make up must be scheduled before or after 
school, since retaking a test during class time will only result in you falling further behind. Only 
work missed because of an excused absence will be accepted. 
  
Late Work:  
Late work will not be accepted for full credit in this course. Students are expected to have all 
assignments and readings completed on the day that they are due. Students may turn in an 
assignment one day late for half credit. Any assignment turned in more than a day late will NOT be 
accepted and will result in a zero.  
 
Grading Scale:  

● Objective Tests/DBQ & FRQ 35%  
● Papers/Projects 35%  
● Study Guides/Readiness/Class Participation 15%  
● Final Exam 15% 
● Total 100%  

 
Cobb County School District Grading Scale  

● A=90-100  
● B=80-89  
● C=70-73  
● D=70-72 
● F=0-69  

 
Class Rules: Students will be expected to comply with the following rules.  
1. Treat each other and the teacher with respect and dignity.  
2. Raise your hand before speaking.  
3. The use of electronic devices is strictly prohibited unless stated otherwise.  
4. Stay Awake 
5. Be seated and ready to work when the bell rings  



 
 
Academic Dishonesty:  
Our school expects students to act with integrity; therefore, academic dishonesty will not be 
tolerated and will be treated as a serious breach of the Code of Student Conduct. Academic 
dishonesty occurs when a student uses or attempts to use someone else’s work in taking an exam; 
submits as his or her own work, essays, reports, classwork/homework, laboratory notes, or other 
assignments prepared by someone else. It also includes assisting a peer in such acts. In such 
instances when this occurs, the teacher will make the determination of a grade and/or academic 
penalty or the incident can be reported to the school’s administration. The consequences may 
include but are not limited to, the following: rewriting of the assignment, completion of another 
exam/assignment, a zero percent grade for the assignment, loss of class privileges, or in-school 
suspension.  
 
General Tips for Success:  

Don’t be afraid to have fun. This is a very challenging course that will require substantial effort 
on your part. However, the experience of taking an AP course will provide you with invaluable 
skills that can be applied throughout your college experience and beyond.  

 
Have an open mind. The nature of history as a subject provokes a wide variety of emotions and 
reactions from a variety of people. Don’t be afraid to learn something new or hear the other side 
of a story.  

 
Stay current. History is happening all around you everyday. Having a working knowledge of 
current events and contemporary history will allow you to better make connections to the 
events you are learning about from the past.  

 
Students taking this course should develop a thick skin. Not every single paper you write or 
every single test you take with be perfect. The instructor as well as your classmates on a regular 
basis will judge your work. Without constructive criticism, improvement will not occur.  

 
The main reason students fail to be successful in this course is that they are unwilling to 
put in the time necessary to be successful. Set a time each day to work in this course and 
stick to it!  

 
Not getting it? Feeling stressed out? I can’t read your mind! My number one role as your 
instructor is to be there for you and give you all the tools you need for success in this course and 
beyond. Do not hesitate to approach me with any concerns or problems you may be having.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AP EURO EXAM BREAKDOWN:  

AP EXAM FORMAT 
Exam Paper  

Time allowed  Reading time  Overall 
Percentage  

Multiple Choice 55 minutes  None 40 %  



Short Answer  50 minutes None  20% 
 

DBQ  55 minutes  15 minutes  25%  
Essay Questions 
(FRQs)  

35 minutes  None  15%  

 



AP World History Pacing Guide (Subject to change – test dates will be posted in the classroom – 

please note that each unit will have a multiple choice exam and a DBQ/FRQ. Topics of the essays 

will be announced near the test date. Additional assignments will be added as the semester 

progresses): 

Unit 1: 1450–1648 (July 31st – August 30th) 
Key Concepts: 
1.1 The worldview of European intellectuals shifted from one based on ecclesiastical and classical 
authority to one based primarily on inquiry and observation of the natural world 
1.2 The struggle for sovereignty within and among states resulted in varying degrees of political 
centralization 
1.3 Religious pluralism  challenged the concept of a unified Europe. 
1.4 Europeans explored and settled overseas territories, encountering and interacting with 
indigenous populations 
1.5 European society and the experiences of everyday life were increasingly shaped by commercial 
and agricultural capitalism, notwithstanding the persistence of medieval social and economic 
structures 

o Renaissance and Exploration – p. 316-377  

o Religious Reform and Upheaval  – p. 378-437 

o Early Modern Society (1500-1650) – p. 438-499 

Unit 1 Assignments: 

Written test over: History, A Short Introduction 

Medieval art/art tour 

How to read a document - APPARTS (Author, Place and Time, Prior Knowledge, Audience, Reason, 

The Main Idea, Significance). Students will read excerpts from the Magna Carta and do an 

APPARTS analysis on the excerpts. Students will use the analysis to determine the perspective of 

the document and its purpose.  

 
Evaluate the differing views of the Renaissance held by Jacob Burckhardt and Peter Burke. Do you 
believe that the Renaissance is a distinct period? Explain. 
 
Renaissance Art/Art Tour: the changing visual arts and their incorporation of Renaissance 
ideas/techniques/promotion of personal, political, and religious goals (works by Michelangelo, 
Leonardo da Vinci, Raphael, Botticelli, Donatello, Titian, Ghiberti, and Tintoretto). 
 
Analysis of Machiavelli’s writings—connection to renaissance and modern day politics—
application journal assignment and subsequent discussion 
 
Class Roundtable: Focus on IS–1 and OS–11 
• How did the Renaissance and the Reformation change the way society viewed individuality? 
• How did the movements restructure an individual’s relationship with God? 
 
Baroque Art vs. the Art of the Dutch Masters—Analysis and Art Tour (Rubens, Rembrandt, Van 
Eyck, Bernini, Caravaggio, Artemisia Gentileschi, Velázquez, Pieter Brueghel) – Interpretation. 



Students will compare and contrast the works of art and analyze the social, political, and religious 
reasons for the differing styles 
 
Simulation—the Treaty of Westphalia: how does the treaty connect to the political and religious 
issues of the HRE of the 16th century? How does the treaty connect to the regional, national, and 
international political, social, and economic trends? 
 
Debate & Essay: Roundheads vs Cavaliers: “Should the king be above the law?” Following the 
debate, students will write an essay on the debate topic using documents, research, and 
information learned from the debate. 
 
Class Roundtable: Focus on SP–4 
• In what ways did European states and institutions use religion and culture (science and the arts) 
to control their society? 
• What states were the most effective/least effective at this? 
 
 

Additional Resources: 

Art by Brunelleschi, Michelangelo, Raphael, Botticelli, da Vinci, Peter Brueghel, van Eyck, Durer 

 “The Book of the City of Ladies,” Christine de Pizan 

Excerpts from The Prince, Machiavelli 

 “Indulgences,” Johann Tetzel 

Luther, Address to the Christian Nobility of the German Nation and 95 Theses; Calvin, Institutes of 
the Christian Religion; Twelve Articles Of the Swabian Peasants 

 “Constitution of the Society of Jesus,” Ignatius of Loyola 

Art by Rubens, Caravaggio, El Greco, Gentileschi 
 
“Political Will and Testament,” Cardinal Richelieu 
 
Selected excerpts of speeches of Elizabeth I 
 
Maps of the invasion route of the Spanish Armada; Thirty Years’ War, and the English Civil War 
 
“The Hammer of Witches,” Heinrich Kramer and James Sprenger 
 
“Leviathan,” Thomas Hobbes 
 
Cromwell, Instruments of Government (1655) 
 
Treaty of Westphalia 
 
Secondary Resources: 
 



● “Political Interpretation of the Reformation” Geoffrey Elton 
● “Women in the Reformation” Boxer and Quatert 
● Two Views of the Renaissance: Jacob Burckhardt vs. Peter Burke 
● “The Expansion of Europe” Richard Reed 
● “The Effects of Expansion of the Non- European World” M.L. Bush 
●  “Red, White, and Black” Gary Nash 

 
 
Unit 2: 1648–1815 (August 31st – October 6th) 
Key Concepts: 
2.1 Different models of political sovereignty affected the relationship among states and between 
states and individuals 
2.2 The expansion of European commerce accelerated the growth of a worldwide economic 
network 
2.3 The popularization and dissemination of the Scientific Revolution and the application of its 
methods to political, social, and ethical issues led to an increased, although not unchallenged, 
emphasis on reason in European culture 
2.4 The experiences of everyday life were shaped by demographic, environmental, medical, and 
technological changes 

● Scientific Revolution – p.500-530  

● The Growth of the State (1600-1789) – p.531-559 

● The Old Regime and Enlightenment (1700-1789) – p. 560-588  

● The French Revolution and Napoleon  (1789-1815)– p. 590-616  

Unit 2 Assignments: 
 
 
Class Roundtable: Focus on OS–7 
• In what ways did Enlightenment thinkers challenge previously held notions of human nature, 
government, and religious beliefs? 
 
Analysis of primary sources APPARTS (Bacon’s Novum Organum, Descartes’ Meditation on the First 
Philosophy, and Locke’s An Essay Concerning Human Understanding)—Empiricism vs. 
Rationalism; the scientific method.  
 
Class Discussion: What did the new conception of the universe mean for society? Popularization of 
science; Science vs. traditional institutions—political, social, economic, and religious short-term 
and long-term effects of the Scientific Revolution 
 
Writing Assignment: Evaluate Holborn and Schiller’s explanations of the Thirty Years’ War. 
Compare these with the account provided by Kishlansky in our textbook. Which arguments do you 
find most effective? Do you agree with one author more than the other? Explain. 
 
Analysis of French Revolution Cartoons and Artwork - The role of the media in the French 
Revolution; David’s Art, art as propaganda. Students will analyze selected sketches and/or 
paintings by David and compare their purpose with that of the Renaissance arts produced for 15th 
and 16th century patrons 
 
Class Roundtable: Focus on PP–10  



• To what extent did the French Revolution amount to a “Revolution” in economic terms for each of 
the following groups: nobility, middle class, average person, and women? 
 
 
Additional Resources: 
 
Art by Watteau, Fragonard, and David 
 
 “Memoirs,” Duc de Saint-Simon 
 
Edict of Fontainebleau, 1685 
 
English Bill of Rights, 1688 
 
English Act of Toleration, 1689 
 
“A Secret Letter,” Frederick William the Great Elector 
 
“What is Enlightenment,” Immanuel Kant 
 
“The Slave Trade,” Anonymous 
 
Selections from Social Contract, Rousseau 
 
Diagrams of the Christian Geocentric Universe and the Scientific Heliocentric Solar System 
 
Documents Pertaining to the French Revolution: Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen, 
Declaration of the Rights of Woman and Citizen, Civil Constitution of the Clergy, excerpts from 
Cahiers, What is the Third Estate? 
 
Map of battles of the French Revolution & Napoleonic Wars 
 
Secondary Resources: 
 

● “A Political Interpretation of the Thirty Years’ War,” Hajo Holborn 
● “A Religious Interpretation of the Thirty Years’ War,” Friedrich Schiller 
● “War and Peace in the Old Regime,” M. S. Anderson 
● “The Ancien Regime: Ideals and Realities,” John Roberts 
● “The Resurgent Aristocracy,” Leonard Krieger 
● “Lords and Peasants,” Jerome Blum 

 
 
 
 
 
Unit 3: 1815–1914 (October 7th – November 7th) 
Key Concepts: 
3.1 The Industrial Revolution spread from Great Britain to the continent, where the state played a 
greater role in promoting industry 



3.2 The experiences of everyday life were shaped by industrialization, depending on the level of 
industrial development in a particular location 
3.3 The problems of industrialization provoked a range of ideological, governmental, and collective 
responses 
3.4 European states struggled to maintain international stability in an age of nationalism and 
revolutions 
3.5 A variety of motives and methods led to the intensification of European global control and 
increased tensions among the Great Powers 
3.6 European ideas and culture expressed a tension between objectivity and scientific realism on 
one hand, and subjectivity and individual expression on the other 
 

● Industry and Revolution (1780-1850) – p. 618-664 

● Nationalism and Imperialism (1850-1914) – p. 665-715 

● Cultural Crisis (1850-1914) – p. 716-770 

 

Unit 3 Assignments: 

WebQuest: The First Industrial Revolution—Why did it begin in England and how did it affect 

Europeans? What role did the state play in the promotion of industry? 

Students create a timeline of the Industrial Revolution in which they define the period separately 

and appropriately for various European nations or regions and determine what factors differentiate 

the first and second industrial revolutions. 

Class Roundtable: Focus on SP–7 

• Debate: In the period 1815–1848, western European powers sacrificed the interests of the 

working classes to please the middle class. 

Meeting of the Minds: seminar of economists and social reformers. Students will role-play Adam 

Smith, David Ricardo, Karl Marx, Pierre Proudhon, and Robert Owen in a seminar in which they use 

their disparate and contradictory ideas to craft an argument about the causes of economic and 

social distress in society and the proper solution to poverty. 

Group analysis of Victorian Paintings as a vehicle for interpreting social history. 

Writing Assignment: Discuss the views of Hobsbawm and Landes on the short and long term effects 

of imperialism 

Socratic Seminar/recap paper using Lenin’s Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism; Kipling’s 

The White Man’s Burden; Morel’s The Black Man’s Burden; Cecil Rhodes’ Confession of Faith; and 

J.A. Hobson’s Imperialism, A Study. Students will look at the perspective of the author’s intended 

audience, purpose, and point of view. 

Class Roundtable: Focus on IS–5 



● Assess the ways in which the following individuals challenged the established 

social/intellectual order in the period 1871–1914: Freud, Nietzsche, Einstein, Pankhurst, 

Herzl, Bernstein, Social Democratic Parties in GER and GBR. 

 

Additional Resources: 

Art by Monet, Manet, Van Gogh, Degas, Picasso, Morriset, Cezanne 

“Testimony for the Factory Act of 1833: Working Conditions in England” 

“The Condition of the Working Class in England” - Engels 

Communist Manifesto – Marx 

The Organization of Labour - Blanc 

On Liberty – Mill 

Essay on the Principle of Population – Malthus 

 The Principles of Political Economy and Taxation – Ricardo 

 Report to the Committee for the Relief of the Manufacturing Poor –Owen 

Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism – Lenin 

African Imperialist Maps 

The White Man’s Burden – Kipling 

The Black Man’s Burden - Morel  

Confession of Faith – Rhodes 

Imperialism, A Study – Hobson 

 

 

Secondary Resources: 

● “German Unification,” Hajo Holborn 
● “The Age of Empire,” Eric Hobsbawn 
● “The Effects of Imperialism,” David Landes 
● “The Unfinished Revolution: Marxism Interpreted,” Adam Ulam 

 
 
Unit 4: 1914–Present (November 9th – December 15th) 
Key Concepts: 



4.1 Total war and political instability in the first half of the 20th century gave way to a polarized 
state order during the Cold War, and eventually to efforts at transnational union 
4.2 The stresses of economic collapse and total war engendered internal conflicts within European 
states and created conflicting conceptions of the relationship between the individual and the state, 
as demonstrated in the ideological battle among liberal democracy, communism, and fascism 
4.3 During the 20th century, diverse intellectual and cultural movements questioned the existence 
of objective knowledge, the ability of reason to arrive at truth, and the role of religion in 
determining moral standards 
4.4 Demographic changes, economic growth, total war, disruptions of traditional social patterns, 
and competing definitions of freedom and justice altered the experiences of everyday life. 

● Unit 11 – The Great War/Revolution (1914-1921) –p. 772-806 

● Unit 12 – Totalitarianism and WWII (1918-1945) – p. 806-868 

● Unit 13 – Recovery and Challenges (1945-Present) - p. 870-932 

 

Unit 4 Assignments: 

Analysis of the causes of World War I using a packet of primary documents and secondary sources 

including excerpts from The Origins of the World War by Sidney Bradshaw Fay, The German Blank 

Check, The Austrian Ultimatum, The Serbian Reply, Willy-Nicky Telegrams, and multiple 

declarations of war. Students will use these documents for a class debate: “Who was responsible for 

WWI? Assess the validity of the war guilt clause.” Finally, students will write an essay taking a stand 

on the debate question and supporting their response with multiple pieces of evidence. 

The Russian Revolution: Analysis of its multiple causes and its short-term and long-term effects 

Analysis of Nazi written propaganda (Mein Kampf and The Secret Book) as well as various Nazi 

political cartoons and posters. Comparison of these propaganda works to those featured in 

previous units. What messages are being conveyed, and how are the similarly broadcast to earlier 

works? Dissimilarly?  

Students will make a concept map analyzing the multiple causes of the breakdown of communism. 

These concept maps will be used to prepare for a four-corner debate concerning the multiple 

causation and the effects of the fall of communism. 

Class Roundtable: Focus on INT–10 

• Assess the negative and positive impacts of European interactions with African and Asia. 

Additional Resources: 

Article 231 of Treaty of Versailles (the War Guilt Clause), Austrian Ultimatum, Serbian Reply, 

German Letter to Austria, Willy-Nicky Telegrams 

 Excerpts from What is to be Done? – Lenin 

Excerpts from Hitler: Mien Kampf and The Secret Book 

Film clips: Leni Riefenstahl, Triumph of the Will and Charlie Chaplin, The Great Dictator 



Charts and graphs of the comparative military forces and nuclear capabilities of the NATO alliance 

the Warsaw Pact, 1950–1991 

Churchill’s “Iron Curtain Speech” 

UN Declaration on Granting Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, 1960 

 The Rome Treaty, 1957 

The Maastricht Treaty, 1992 

Images of the destruction of the Berlin Wall 

 

Secondary Resources: 

● Three perspectives of the roots of WWI: Roland Stromberg, Hartmut Pogge von 

Strandmann, Gordon Craig 

● Perspectives on Nazi Germany: Klaus Fischer and Daniel Goldhagen 

● Two Views on Appeasement: George Kennan and A.J.P. Taylor 

● “The Short Century—It’s Over,” John Lukacs 

● Two views on the Collapse of Communism: Robert Heilbroner and Carol S. Leff 

Final Exam: December 20th 

AP EXAM: FRIDAY, MAY 18th, 2018 

Post AP Exam: 

The Role of Art in Politics and Society: Students will participate in a group project in which they will 

examine paintings, sculptures, and other works of art from the Renaissance to the present and 

complete a written analysis that discusses the use of art and propaganda over the ages to promote 

political, economic, and social agendas. 

 

 

 


