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Oliver Cromwell and Religious Justification from the 
view of the Roundheads



Importance of Laws for a Successful Ruler



Roundheads’ Support For Parliament



Importance of the Magna Carta

With the installment of the Magna Carta in 1215, it became common law that no 
man, including the king, is above the law. Absolutism creates the room for the 
precedent of the Magna Carta to be broken, with the monarch allowed to pass laws 
without the consent of others. This means that the monarch can establish 
legislature/permit actions that disregard the right of those they govern, as evident 
by the rule of Charles I. 



The Equality of All Men

Both John Locke and Thomas Hobbes believe that all men are about equal in almost all ways. Locke 
expands on this by saying that since all men are created equal, why would it be logical to have one man 
have ultimate and final power over all others? It is not fair to the people of a country if a lucky man, who 
could have been anyone, only earned qualifications from being born, and has never had a common 
experience with the majority of the population, to be the sole deciding factor in their fate. Instead, a body of 
peers, who share common experiences with a large part of the population, have earned their position, 
should be the ones to make the decisions that impact the people of a country the most.



Roundhead Reasoning

Past rulers were often seen only looking out for themselves and refusing to put the interests of their 
kingdom first so it made sense that not everyone agreed with the idea of absolutism. The roundheads 
simply didn't want their needs to be undermined. By putting their trust in parliament the roundheads felt 
that their voices and opinions would be heard and put into consideration. They knew that if the king was to 
be the one single power he would only act in a way to benefit himself.   



Consent of the Governed
The Roundheads believed the power should be derived from the consent of the 
government. The monarch is supposed to represent the best interest of the people, but how 
can he truly make the decisions for the people without the input of the people. Parliament 
is set in place to represent the populace and allow different sides to every argument and 
provide suggestions that best represent what the people want. 


